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School garden yesterday

One of the first records of school gardens in

Slovenia dates back to 1842, when A. M. Slomšek

wrote „Blaže and Nežica at Sunday school“



In1869, the 3rd State Folk Education

Law established the foundations for the

development of school gardens



school garden plans



A plan for the school garden at the bourgeois school

in Krško in 1880/81



Interwar period





Primary school Škocjan pri Mokronogu,  School chronicle 1919/20

XIV. Division primary school in Senovo, School chronicle 1934/35



School garden, Primary school

Šentjernej na Dolenjskem, 1930
Fruit Exhibition, Bela krajina Teachers' 

Association in Metlika, 1923

School garden, 

Primary school

Brežice, the 1930‘s



School garden, Primary school Sveti Križ

pri Kostanjevici, 1933/34

Fruit farming, Boys‘ school in Šmihel pri

Novem mestu, 1935

Fruit farming, Boys‘

school in Šmihel pri

Novem mestu, 1935



School garden, 

Primary school

Šentjernej, the 1930‘s 

Floods at the school 

garden, Primary

school Zameško, 

1938/39



Afforestation, Primary school in Šentjernej, 

1939/40
Afforestation, Primary school in Šentjernej , 

1939/40

Afforestation, 

Primary school in 

Šentjernej, 

1939/40



Work on a cooperative field near 

the school, XIV. Division

primary school in Senovo, 

1963/64

After WWII

Work on a cooperative field, 

Primary school Stična, the 1970‘s XIV. Division primary school in 

Senovo, 1980/81



School garden, Primary

school in Podčetrtek, 1979

Painted apiary, Primary school

in Podčetrtek, 1979





School garden today
- School Eco-Garden (Institute for Sustainable Development)

- „Šolska vrtilnica“ or School Garden/Classroom (Eco-School) 



School eco-garden, 

XIV. Division primary

school in Senovo, 

2014





School garden, 

Primary School in 

Radeče, branch
unit Svibno, 2014



School eco-garden, Dormitory Grm Novo mesto, 2014





SCHOOL GARDEN TOMORROW:

school garden in every kindergarten and every
school!



The importance of school gardens

 Classroom in the nature - a connecting element in 
teaching different subjects 

 in the garden the pupils identify the relationship 
between cause and effect, learn about basic laws of
nature 

 the ability to observe, care for plants, monitor the 
course and the results of their practical work 

 The garden develops children in emotional (love of 
nature, nature protection), aesthetic (garden 
management), social (work in groups, mutual 
assistance and cooperation) and health (outdoor 
work in nature, physical activity, organic food, Time) 
level



The exhibition





Publishing activity: catalog, thematic number of School Chronicle, 

Calendar 2016, didactic cards - memory Plant narratives





THE EXHIBITION 
IN KrŠKO



Pedagogical activities at the 

exhibition









Cooperation with the 
Vodmat Kindergarten
Ljubljana in the project 
"Our Garden"





STATEMENTS OF CHILDREN, COMMENTS, PROJECT GARDEN , WE ARE 

CHANGING OUR PLAYGROUND

 Spring wishes for our playground: „Could we have a swing slide and more swings? 

Where is the soil for our seeds, we brought lots of bags (from home), where are we 

going to pour them? Can we eat all the carrots and potatoes?“

 When observing seeds under the magnifying glass, the girl discovers: „Such a 

tiny seed, then a big pumpkin grows.“

 When drawing a garden plan: „I will draw a scarecrow so that the birds won‘t eat the

seeds. But if the birds of will eat the seeds, vegetables will grow in their mouths.“

 Daily comments on observed growth changes: „Oh, my bean has already looked 

out. Why did the soil fall out? You know that the bean seed is also the biggest one. 

That is why it jumped out of the soil because I have watered it a lot.“

 When we planted seedlings on a common garden ... the girl invents: „Lovely

carrots quickly go into the soil, grow quickly, I will sing you a song every day. I'll put

this pumpkin into the soil and I hope that I‘ll become big, so we can use it for

Halloween …“

 Nursing plants in the garden: „Oh, how the potato has already grown. But where is 

the bean, my mom said that it grows very fast, because it is a green bean.“

 On our way to lunch from the playground, we find out that boy B has an 

earthworm in his pocket ... I‘ll take it home to show it to my mummy and that the

earthworm will till the soil.“

Balls, Spring 2016, teacher Ivica Žlogar



Cooperation with the School 
Center for Postal Services, 

Economics and Telecommunications 
Ljubljana



Comparison between plants and pupils (author:

Rajko Bošnjak)

Every plant is important (eatable, poisonous)

Every plant is valuable (its quality …)

Every plant has its mission (which it expresses)

The gardner plantes seeds, takes care of optimal

conditions, the seed grows when the time is right.

Every student is important (excellent, insufficient ...)

Every student is valuable (his qualities ...)

Each student has his / her mission (which he / she

has to express)

We teachers only plant seeds, we take care of

optimal conditions, the seed grows when it's time for

it. Continuous checking and evaluation is

unnecessary and harmful

Respectful attitude towards people, 

animals, plants and nature in general.

Positive thinking and speaking.

Creating beauty and a better world.

Working out of pure joy.

THE CODE OF BEHAVIOR IN THE GARDEN AT THE SCHOOL CENTER 

FOR POSTAL SERVICES, ECONOMICS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

LJUBLJANA



Whoever planted a garden, 
soweth love!


